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Woodstocker Inn Purchased by Isabelle Chicoine and Karim Houry

hy would a well-
educated couple that was
born and lived abroad,

traveled globally and held executive
positions with institutions known
worldwide purchase a B&B in
Woodstock, Vermont? “Because we
needed a change, have a different
lifestyle, to get away from corporate
politics,” echoed Isabelle Chicoine
and Karim Houry, new owners
of the Woodstocker Inn Bed and
Breakfast, located at 61 River Street
in Woodstock. Most important,
however, is that they “wanted to
work together as opposed to passing
each other on the way to and from
work.” TIronically the couple’s
lifetime travels and experiences
have prepared them well for the
new venture into which they are
embarking.

The couple isn’t taking operating
a Vermont B&B lightly. They’ve
attended seminars led by B&B
consultants, attended workshops
on bartending, cooking techniques
and food protection. Recent mini-
vacations have been in Vermont
B&Bs and they actually apprenticed
at one by preparing breakfast and
cleaning rooms.

Vermont and hospitality aren’t
entirely new to Isabelle. As a young
woman she helped her mother, a
French woman who operated a small
hotel in Brittany, France. After her
parent’s divorce she often visited
her American father who lived in
Burlington, Vermont and later, her
daughter, who was a student at UVM.

Karim’s Vermont ties are with a
couple that also spent years in the
corporate world before opening a
B&B near Jay Peak. The couple
shared their financial operations
with Karim, plus they volunteered
additional tips on B e are avid
skiers — in fact they were volunteer
ski instructors for the Adaptive
Sports Foundation — and when
they began their
B&B  purchase
search, they
focused on the
Stowe area, where
they saw several
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Isabelle Chicoine and Karim Houry, new owners of the

Woodstocker Inn.

The B&B is currently closed for
“major redecorating.” The former
owners called the décor “jolly
colours and eclectic styles,” (they
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Vermont themes. And yes, readers,
in better weather, the duo will have
the exterior repainted white and the
outbuildings, barn red (typically
Vermont style).
They also
plan to use the
attractive front
door entrance
that will be

B&B prospects.
But when their
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enhanced by new
landscaping.

broker led them
to  Woodstock,
they fell in love with the town, the
welcoming and friendly people, and
moved their search here. They saw
at least 20 B&Bs before choosing
the Woodstocker Inn.

said
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are British). “It is ‘cool,””
Isabelle, “but we want it ‘warm.
They are repainting and redecorating
the interior to be more appropriate
to its farmhouse style and with

Jay Benson is the new CEO of Simon Pearce.
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While living
in France,
Isabelle was a business lawyer for
20 years in Marseille. She moved
to the U. S. in 2009 and worked for
the French-American School of New
York as director of communications
and another New York school in
marketing, writing and translating
various documents. She is computer
savvy and proficient in social media,
website creation, newsletter writing
and authored a book. She is a
talented cook and has a good eye for
interior decorating.

Karim was born in Lebanon to
a German mother and Lebanese
farther. They moved to Germany
when he was a young boy and is
fluent in five languages. He has
twenty— five years in executive
financial services for American
Express and The Depository Trust &
Clearing Corp. He is an instrument-
rated pilot and flew for Angel Flight
Air Ambulance. He shares Isabelle’s
interior decorating talent and knows
his way around hands-on home
repair.

The couple met as teens and

became friends during a four-year
stint at a summer camp in France.
Each were previously married to
others and reconnected 30 years
later, rekindled their friendship and
got married last summer.

With their combined background
and experience in financials,
marketing, hospitality, business
management, decorating, traveling
experience plus their multi-language
skills, the Woodstocker B&B is sure
to be under excellent and successful
management.

The Inn will reopen on May 7 and
already has guests registered on that
date and beyond.

Jay Benson promoted to Chief
Executive Officer of
Simon Pearce

Simon  Pearce  announced
that its Board of Directors has
unanimously promoted Jay Benson
as Chief Executive Officer effective
immediately. Benson will

giving our customers a truly great
experience.”

Benson joined Simon Pearce in
February 2016 and became a full
time Chief Financial Officer in July
2016. Before joining Simon Pearce
Inc, Benson was SVP and CFO
of Swiftpage, a CRM company in
Denver, Colorado. Benson has lived
in the Upper Valley for over 25
years, spending a significant portion
of his career at Geographic Data
Technology, Tele Atlas and TomTom
in Lebanon, New Hampshire.

Benson holds an MBA from the
Amos Tuck School at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, New Hampshire,
as well as a bachelor’s degree in
geography from Dartmouth College.
He is active in many not-for-profits
including the Montshire Museum,
LoveYourBrain, Crossroads
Academy, and Dartmouth
Alumni Magazine.
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two and a half months the only fresh
produce the store could offer was
potatoes and onions.

When it became apparent that a
new cooler was, indeed, going to be
delivered, Jillian put out a plea to
have the hefty old cooler moved out.
Enter McCullough brothers, Bill and
James, who not only took the old
cooler out, but they helped bring the
new cooler in. The new larger cooler
will accommodate fresh produce
as well as kumbucha, humus and
refrigerated baked good such as
chocolate cream pie.

Dr. Sean Uiterwyk Joins
Mt. Ascutney Hospital’s
Family Medicine Practice

Dr. Sean Uiterwyk, a Board-
certified Family Physician who
previously practiced locally at the
Ottauquechee Health Center and
the White River Family Practice,
recently joined Mt. Ascutney
Hospital and Health

assume the CEO role after
serving as Chief Operating
Officer (COO) since May
2017. Founder Simon Pearce
had been acting CEO since
August 2016. Simon will
continue to remain actively
involved as the Founder of
the company.

Simon  Pearce  said
of Benson in an email to
employees, “An enormous
part of the progress we’re
experiencing is thanks to
Jay Benson’s leadership...
it’s been the most successful
year in the 47-year history
of the company. On behalf
of his wife Pia and the entire
family, Pearce expressed his
confidence in Benson as the
incoming CEO stating, “We
firmly believe this is the most
important way we can ensure the
future success of the company.”

“It is a privilege to work for
such an iconic Vermont company,’
said Benson. “It’s a gift to work
with Simon, our talented Senior
Leadership Team and so many
great employees. Our people create
the culture and the environment
to innovate and to succeed. I feel
so fortunate to be working for
a company that makes a world-
class product here in Vermont. I
am confident that it will continue
to showcase handcrafted excellence
in our products and restaurant,

Practice.

Center, where he will
be seeing patients of all
ages.

Dr. Uiterwyk
graduated from Loyola
University Stritch
School of Medicine in
Chicago and completed
his Family Medicine
residency at Brown
University’s Memorial
Hospital in Rhode Island
where he was Chief
Resident.

He also served at
the Atrium Health
Center in Wellesley,
Massachusetts. While

Dr. Sean Uiterwyk has joined Mt. Ascutney
Hospital and Health Center in its Family
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New Cooler Finally Arrives at
Barnard General Store

Pictured is Jillian Bradley stocking
the new cooler at the Barnard General
Store. The old cooler expired in
December — an inconvenience at
any time, but especially during the
holidays. Jillian promptly ordered a
new cooler, but that was backordered
twice, increasing delivery delays.
It finally arrived the beginning of
March, but had to wait a few more
days before it was operational,
because it had to be calibrated and
an electrician had to install a new
outlet. Meanwhile in the intervening

Jillian Bradley — happy with the BGS new cooler.

there he was Senior
Medical Director for
the Department of
Performance Excellence,
overseeing all quality,
safety and patient experience
initiatives for the organization. Most
recently, Dr. Uiterwyk’s work has
focused on improving patient safety
by reducing missed or delayed
diagnoses of cancer in primary care.
An experienced educator, he
has served as a Clinical Assistant
Professor of Family Medicine at
Brown University and as Clinical
Assistant Professor of Community
and Family Medicine at the Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth.
Got bits of business news you
want to share? Send an email to
mcamp @thevermontstandard.com.
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Electronic Tax Filing ror
Qllle Tax Refunds

Personal Tax Return Appointments Made To Meet Your Schedule Monday through Saturday

Providing year round accounting service, tax preparation, and tax planning to Individuals and Businesses

BARTERING INCOME IS TAXABLE

Bartering is the trading of one product or service for another. Small businesses sometimes barter to get products or services they need. For example, a plumber might trade plumbing
work with a dentist for dental services. Typically, there is no exchange of cash. If you barter, the value of products or services from bartering is taxable income

Michael Mongulla, CPA

www.mmongullacpa.com

Member of Vermont Society of CPA’s
Over 30 years experience
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